256                                  SHEPPEY                               ACT

BESSIE: That is kind of you.  It's a relief to me.  I tell y
that straight. I didn't know which way to turn.

[ERNIE comes in. He gives FLORRIE a little nod
Indicate that he has executed bis commission.

SHEPPEY: 3Ullos Ernie, where ?ave you been?

ERNIE: I just went out to get a packet of fags*

SHEPPEY: There are some in the snuff-box.

ERNIE: I thought they were only for show.   [Seeing BESS
Got a visitor?

SHEPPEY: This is Ernie, our Florrie's intended.  And thi
Bessie.

ERNIE: Bessie what?

BESSIE: Legros.

SHEPPEY: She ain't really French.

BESSIE: No, it's the name I go by for business purposes.

FLORRIE: Dad met her at the Bunch of Keys.

ERNIE: [Remembering what BRADLEY had said to him} Oh,

he? I see.
MRS. MILLER: Well, I'll just go and 'ave a look and see

my supper's getting on.

[Sbegoet

FLORRIE: Fll be getting the table laid.
BESSIE: If I can lend a hand I'll be glad tos Fm sure.
FLORRIE: [With a little sniff.} I can manage.

SHEPPEY: [To BESSIE.] I'd like to show yon my snufT-
[He goej over to the chimney-piece and takes it up.} Or
my customers left it me in 'is will. A very nice ge
man 'e was. I shaved *im when *e was dead.

BESSIE: It's lovely,

SHEPPEY: 'E told me it was given to 'is grandfather by
George the Fourth.

BESSIE: It must be worth a packet.